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| have often thought that nothing would do more extensive | 
z good at small expense than the establishment of a small circulat- 
a ing library in every county, to consist of a few well-chosen books. 


: to be lent to the people of the county, under such regulations as | 
F would secure their safe return in due time. | 


. . Thomas Jefferson, Writings. Vol. xii, p. 282 
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BRIEF OUTLINE OF IOWA’S 
COUNTY LIBRARY LAW 


1. Purpose. The purpose of the law is to 


set up machinery for establishing li- 
brary service for all people in the 
county not already having such 
service. 


Towns with libraries, wishing to be- 
come a part of the wider county li- 
brary service may petition and vote 
separately to join the county library 
district. BUT, voters of the county 
library district shall also vote on 
whether or not to include them. 


2. Petitions. 5% of the voters in the 


last general election for governor 
WHO DO NOT HAVE LIBRARY 
SERVICE may petition that the 
proposition be submitted at the next 
general election. 


The petition must be submitted, if 
filed at least 40 days before the gen- 


trict means the areas of the county 
not served by libraries). 


4. Organization. a. Board of Su 


appoints a Library Board (5, 7, 
9) apportioned between city, tou 
and rural areas. 

b. Library Board 


1. Shall establish location for 
central library. 


2. Employ a librarian and as 
sistants. 


3. Establish branch libraries, de 
positories, service rural 
schools, and may, also, pur- 
chase a Bookmobile. 


Cost of Service. A tax of not more than 


2 mills may be levied. Each taxing 
unit shall bear its share of the main- 
tenance in proportion to its popula- 
tion. 


eral election. 


3. Election. A county library district 

SHALL BE ESTABLISHED if a ma- 
jority of the electors in such a dis- 
trict favor it. (A county library dis- 


Each incorporated town in the dis 
trict is a taxing unit. 
Each rural area of a county is a 


taxing unit. 


HOW IT WILL WORK OUT IN COUNTY X 


Areas without Proposed budget $10,435.00 
library service Per capita cost 1,10 
Taxable Proportion of Millage Levy 
Towns Population Valuation Total Budget Would Be 
D 616 $384,251 $678 1.763 
E 408 227,190 449 1.975 
F 202 95,917 222 2 (2.31 
G 167 66,467 184 2 (2.763 
H 161 44,292 177 2 (3.9 
I 135 91,804 149 1.618 
Rural 
Area 7797 22,953,118 8577 .373 
If areas with library service joined county district. Proposed budget $14,870. 
A 2012 $1,081,927 $2213 2 (2.046) 
B 1429 800,606 1673 1.963 
Cc 591 362,279 640 1.794 © 
Population To Be Served ; 
With Towns A.B.C. Without Towns A,B,C, 
Rural 7797 7797 
Urban 1689 6721 
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IOWA HAS A COUNTY LIBRARY 
LAW 


What Will We Do With It? 

The County Library Bill (S F 201) 
which was passed by the 52nd Gen- 
eral Assembly became a law when 
Governor Blue signed it after ad- 

ent. 

For many years, the Iowa Library 
Association and others interested in 
the cultural improvement of the 
state, have worked for such libraries. 
Sometimes they were called County 
Libraries, sometimes District, some- 
times Regional, but it all amounted 
to the same thing, a system that 
would improve the general library 
picture and reduce the 44% of 
Iowans without direct library serv- 
ice. 
Here is our chance to improve 
these conditions. What are the first 
steps librarians and library trustees 
should take? 

For your help, there is simplifi- 
cation of the bill in this issue, with a 
practical example of the things that 
must be done to estimate the amount 
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In Lucas County, where county 
service was demonstrated under 


estigating possibil- 
ities of a county library and trying 
to draw up a workable plan for such 


The rural people without a lib r 
of their own will follow the — 
this joint committee with interest. 
If a feasible plan is worked out, it 
will be up to the people of the county 
to proceed with the election which 
ios ine epegtnkdeat ede ee 

an act ing group, 
working for the best interests of all 
concerned. This is a wise first step. 

Every county that is not provid- 

county-wide library service 
should follow the example of Lucas 
County and set up a board or com- 
mittee to make a similar study and 
collect facts. It is the first step, 
and a very important one, in bring- 
ing about county wide library serv- 
ce 


Which county will be first? 


AUDIO-VISUAL FACILITIES 
AVAILABLE TO IOWA 
LIBRARIES 


Talk Given Before the Audio-Visual 
Library Conference on June 20, 
1947 at the State U 
Of Towa, Iowa City, Iowa 


by 
Executi ——4 Extension Division 
ve 
State University of Iowa 


With the renewed interest in adult 
demand 
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aids that would be of interest to 


adult groups, and by notifying 
they might 


and sources 

t to adult groups, 
and clubs within 
ring a specified 
audio-visual aids inp 
eetings through dis- 
el discussions 


club leaders and pro- 


f films and other aids of Visual 
and loaned to all of 


be secured from differ- 
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rary to catalogs 
clubs of the service that is pro- 
vided in their own library. 
(b) By arranging exhibits on a bulle- 


tin board or project table 


and suggesting ways 
cussion groups, pan 
or forum groups. 


be used. 


of films 

library 

general interes 
(ec) By cooperating with all adult 

groups wit 

selection 0 

that might 

ent sources, 

the adult groups 
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But rural communities, even those 
with a library tradition, cannot be 
self-sufficient any longer, any more 
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I live in the country, and have— 
as my father liked to say—for a hun- 
dred and eighty years, ever since the 
Canfields came to settle in Arlington, 
Vt. And from that experience, | 
both by first-hand observation 
by family tradition, I have the liveli- 
est realization of the interest rural 
dwellers have in libraries, 
spect for the 


than any small unit of modern so- 
ciety can be self-sufficient. Modern 
society, under the powerfully mould- 
ing hand of industrial organization, 
is transformed into something 
quite erent from what it was 
when small corners of it could be 
self-sufficient, as to food and cloth- 


those who grow up in the city, 
they ly must have access 


free 
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Most public library administrative 

units are too small and have too lit- 

tle income. 

Many state library agencies are in- 

adequate. 

Personnel deficiencies are serious. 

Many library buildings are out- 

moded and outgrown. 

Total library income is insufficient 

and unequally distributed. 

Library service is seriously below 
accepted standards in quantity and 

quality. 

An immediate annual outlay of 

$140,000,000 was proposed to make 


the libraries of the nation effective, 
This would amount to $1 per capita 
of population and is considered the 
minimum necessary to provide the 
oo with adequate library sery- 
ce. 

Beyond that, it would be necessary 
for the country to s $400,000,- 
000 to modernize old buildings 

new ones, and another 


cies, 

incomes of $1 per capita or more, 
of 46,000,000 persons is 
public libraries with an- 
of less than $25,000. 
these are good libraries in 
per capita income, but in 
the service areas and the 
income of libraries in the group 
too small for fully effective serv- 


The third great block of 35,000,000 
persons has no public libraries what- 


ever. 
Out of this unequal pattern of dis- 
tribution of library resources, the 
report notes, a satisfactory system of 
library service units must be fash- 
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service is provided for less 
- ang population. Only 27 


are served by public libraries. 
inety-two per cent of the persons 


in 


Although public library service 
available to three-fourths of 
American people, more than half 


report continues. 

rials fill shelf space 

for important recent books and for 
replacement of worn-out or discarded 


degrees, representing two 
cere yous of Raeey eae 
cation. 
Low salaries, the report declares, 
have presented insurmountable ob- 
stacles to betterment. The report 
a minimum of $2,400 a year 


Financial support of American 
public libraries is “greatly — 


average 

braries in the nation is 42 cents per 
capita, while the revenues available 
for one-fourth of the persons in li- 
brary service areas are little more 
than nominal. 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF A: 
Counties may pro 


regulations, 
may purchase, erect, or rent buildings or 
rooms suitable for this purpose and pro 
vide for the compensation of necessary 


township, or county now main 
free library service unless the inclusion 
of such area shall be approved by a mr 
electors voting thereon re 
maintain- 


cluded in such library district 
majority of the electors voting 

in each such area, voting se 

sent to inclusion in such library 

Any such area seeking to be incl 

any existing county library district 
proceed as hereinafter provided for 
establishment of an original district. 
percent of the electors, as determined 
the vote for governor at the last % 


election, may petition the ; 
body or bodies having jurisdiction of the 





area comprising such district for the @& 
tablishment of euch county library. 
































petition shall clearly designate the limits 
of such district. Upon receipt and ver- 
ification of said petition the governing 
body or bodies of such area shall submit 
the proposition to the electors within 
such area at the next general election if 
said election occurs not less than forty 
days after the filing of said petition. A 
county library district shall be estab- 
lished if a majority of the electors in 
such proposed district vote in favor of 
such proposal. 

Sec. 8. Counties may receive, hold 
and dispose of all gifts, donations, de- 
vises. and bequests that may be made to 
them for the purpose of establishing, in- 
creasing, or improving any library. When 
the conditions thereof have been accepted 
by the county, their use for the county 
library may be enforced against the 
County Board of Supervisors by the li- 
brary board by an action of mandamus or 
by other proper action. 

Sec. 4. In any county or counties in 
which a library district has been estab- 
lished a board of library trustees, con- 
sisting of five, seven, or nine electors of 
the library district, shall be appointed by 
the Board or Boards of Supervisors of 
the county or counties comprising such 
library district. Membership on the li- 
brary board shall be apportioned between 
the rural and city and town areas of the 
district in proportion to the population in 
each of such areas. In the event the li- 
brary district is composed of two or 
more counties, representation on said li- 
brary board shall be equitably divided be- 
tween or among said counties in propor- 
tion to the population in each of such 
eounties. 


Sec. 5. Of said trustees so appointed 
on boards to consist of nine members, 
three shall hold office for two years, 
three for four years, and three for six 
years; on boards to consist of seven mem- 
bers, two shall hold office for two years, 
two for four years, and three for six 
years; and on boards to consist of five 
members, one shall hold office for two 
years, two for four years, and two for 
six years, from the first day of July fol- 
lowing their appointment in each case. 
At their first meeting they shall cast lots 
for their respective terms, reporting the 
result of such lot to the board of super- 
visors. All subsequent appointments, 
whatever the size of the board, shall be 
for terms of six years each. Vacancies 
shall be filled for unexpired terms by the 
governing body of the taxing unit of the 
represented by the retiring mem- 


Sec. 6. The Board of library trustees 
May declare the office of a trustee vacant 
by his removal from the library district 
or his unexplained absence from six con- 
secutive regular meetings. 

Sec. 7. Members of said board shall 
receive no compensation for their ser- 
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vices. 


Sec. 8. Said board of library trustees 
shall have and exercise the following 
powers: 

1. To meet and organize by the elec- 
tion of one of their number as president 
of the board, and by the election of a 
secretary and such other officers ag the 
board may deem necessary. 

2. To have charge, and supervision 
of the public library, its appurtenances 
and fixtures, and rooms containing the 
same, directing and controlling all the 
affairs of such library. 


3. To employ a librarian, such assist- 
ants and employees as may be necessary 
for the proper management of said li- 
brary, and fix their compensation; but, 
prior to such employment, the compen- 
sation of such librarian, assistants, and 
employees shall be fixed for the term of 
employment by a majority of the mem- 
bers of said board voting in favor thereof. 

4. To remove such librarian, assist- 
ants, or employees by a vote of two- 
thirds of such board for misdemeanor, in- 
competency, or inattention to the duties 
of such employment. 

5. To select and make purchases of 
books, pamphlets, magazines, periodicals, 
papers, maps, journals, furniture, fixtures, 
stationery, and supplies for such library. 

6. To authorize the use of such li- 
braries by schoo] corporations or by non- 
residents of the area which is taxed to 
support such libraries and to fix charges 
therefor. 

7. To make and adopt, amend, mod- 
ify. or repeal by-laws, rules, and regula- 
tions, not inconsistent with law, for the 
care, use, government, and management 
of such library and the business of said 
board, fixing and enforcing penalties for 
the violation thereof. 

8. To have exclusive control of the 
expenditures of all taxes levied for li- 
brary purposes as provided by law, and 
of the expenditures of all moneys avail- 
able by gift or otherwise for the erection 
of library buildings, and of all other 
moneys belongiig to the library fund, in- 
cluding fines and rentals under 
the rules of the board of trustees. Said 
board shall keep a record of its proceed- 
ings. 

9. To accept gifts of any property, in- 
cluding trust funds; to take the title to 
said property in the name of said library; 
to execute deeds and bills of sale for the 
conveyance of said property; and to ex- 
pend the funds received by them from 
such gifts, for the improvement of said 
library. 

Sec. 9. Library service shall be ac- 
complished by one or more of the follow- 
ing’ methods in whole or in part: 

1. By the establishment of deposi- 
tories of books to be loaned at stated 


me 


£2 aio a alge eae ee 


— — 


= Ose 


—— 


Sanat a we ata 


times and places. 


2. By the transportation of books by 
conveyances for lending the same at 
stated times and places. 

3. By the establishment of branch li- 
braries for lending books. 


Sec. 10. All money received and set 
apart for the maintenance of such library 
shall be deposited in the treasury of such 
county to the credit of the library fund, 
and shall be kept by the treasurer sep- 
arate and apart from all other moneys, 
and paid out upon the orders of the board 
of trustees, signed by its president and 
secretary. 

Provided that where a free public li- 
brary is maintained jointly by two or 
more counties, the library trustees may 
elect a library treasurer therefor, and it 
shall be the duty of the city and county 
treasurers to pay over to said library 
treasurer any and all library taxes that 
may be collected by them monthly. 


Sec. 11. The board of trustees shall, 
immediately after the close of each fiscal 
year, make to the board of supervisors a 
report containing a statement of the con- 
dition of the library, the number of books 
added thereto, the number circulated, the 
number not returned or lost, the amount 
of fines collected, and the amount of 
money expended in the maintenance 
thereof during such year, together with 
such further information as it may deem 
important. 


Sec. 12. In any county in which a free 
library has been established, the board of 
library trustees may condemn real estate 
in the name of the county for the loca- 
tion of library buildings and branch li- 
braries. and for the purpose of enlarging 
the grounds thereof. 


Sec. 18. The maintenance of a county 
library shall be on a proportionate popu- 
lation basis whereby each taxing unit 
as hereinafter defined shall bear its share 
in proportion to its population to the 
whole of said county library district. 
The board of library trustees shall on or 
before August 1 of each year certify to 
the county board or boards of supervis- 
ors, and to the councils of those cities or 
towns which are a part of the county li- 
brary district, the amount in dollars to 
be raised by taxation on the taxable prop- 
erty in each taxing unit of the district. 
The entire rural area of each county In 
the library district shall be considered 
as a separate taxing unit. Each city and 
town which ‘s a part of the county li- 
brary district shall be considered as a 
separate taxing unit. The board of super- 
visors and the council of each city and 
town composing said county library dis- 
trict shall make the necessary millage 
levies accordingly for library maintenance 
purposes of not to exceed two mills. Any 


unexpended balance in the library main- 
tenance fund at the end of the fiscal year 
shall remain in said fund and be avail- 
able without reappropriation. 


Sec. 14. Section three hundred seven- 
ty-eight point fifteen (378.15), Code 
1946, is amended by adding to said sec- 
tion the following: “Provided also, that 
the board of supervisors of any county 
may upon its own initiative, after it 
makes such contract, levy against all the 
taxable property of the county outside of 
cities and towns, a tax of not more than 
one mill to create a fund to fulfill its 
obligation under such contract. But 
twenty-five per cent of the electors of 
that part of the county outside of cities 
and towns and as is determined by vote 
for governor at the last general election, 
may petition the county board of super- 
visors for calling an election, to be sub- 
mitted at a special election or as a sep- 
arate proposa] at a general election or 
state election, for the purpose of estab- 
lishing contract library service, by then 
existing or thereafter established public 
libraries, said petition shall clearly set 
out the terms of the contract, and the 
area to be served with such library serv- 
ice. Upon receipt and verification of said 
petition, the county board of supervisors 
shall submit the proposal to the electors 
within such area at a special election or 
at the next general or state election. 
Such contract library service shall be 
established if a majority of the electors 
of such proposed area vote in favor of 
such approval. The county board of sup- 
ervisors may upon their own initiative 
and shall if such vote be favorable, ap- 
point a contract library board of trustees 
to work out details of a cooperative ar- 
rangement with libraries then 
and thereafter established in cities and 
towns, the said contract library board of 
trustees to be charged with seeing that 
the terms are fulfilled under the general 
contract executed jointly by the board of 
supervisors and the trustees of the lt 
braries in the county participating; after 
such contract is made, the county board 
of supervisors shall levy annually on the 
taxable property, outside of cities and 
towns. a tax of not more than one mill 
to create a fund to fulfill the obligations 
of the contract. The members of the 
said contract library board of trustees 
shall have the same qualifications as the 
trustees of public libraries and shall con- 
sist of the same number and have the 


same term of office as provided in 1946 


code, chapter three hundred 
eight (378) relating to existing public 
brary trustees. 


Sec. 15. This act shall not apply © 
the residents of any area ve library 
service from any city or town library bY 
contract under the provisions of 
—_ hundred seventy-eight (378), 
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S. F. 201 BY BEKMAN, 
KIRKETEG AND KNUDSON 
Providing for establishment, maintenance 
of free public libraries for rural inhabi- 

tants. 


Feb. 4—Introduced, passed on file. 
‘9g ee to public libraries. 5S. 
a — eee passage. 
Sp OE ae filed. 8S. J. 300. 


Feb. 24—-Committee report adopted. 5. 
J. 461. 


Feb. 24—Amendments adopted. 8. J. 451, 
452. 


Feb. 24—Action deferred, retained on 


8. J. 


Ss. J. 


calendar. S. J. 452. 

— vam: 00 withdrawn. 5S. J. 
465. 

Feb. 25—<Action deferred, retained on 
ealendar. S. J. 465. 

Feb. 25—Amendments filed. S. J. 476. 

Mar. 10—Amendment filed. S. J. 540. 


Mar. 11—Amendments withdrawn. S. J. 
543. 


Mar. 11—Amendment adopted. 
544. 


Mar. 11—Action deferred; 
calendar. 8S. J. 644. 


Mar. 11—Amendments filed. S. J. 562, 
563. 


s. J. 


retained on 


8 2—Amendments filed. 


Mar. 13—Amendment filed. S. J. 629. 
Mar. 17—Amendments filed. §S. J. 665. 
2 18—Amendments adopted. S. J. 


8S. J. 595- 


Mar. 18—Action deferred, retained on 
calendar. H. J. 675. 


Mar. 18—-Amendment filed. S. J. 686. 


Mar. 19—Amendments withdrawn. S. J. 
692, 693. 

* 19—Amendments adopted. 

—* oe Senate; ayes 39, nays 3. 

Mar. 20—Received, referred to ways and 
means. H. J. 814. 

Apr. 10—Amendment filed. H. J. 1254. 

aor. _ 36—Amendment adopted. H. J. 

Apr. 25—Passed House; ayes 67, nays 16. 
H. J. 1662 

Apr. 25—Senate concurred. 8S. J. 1474. 

Apr. 25—-Passed Senate; ayes 40, nays 
none, S. J. 1474. 

~ — correctly enrolled. S8. 

aoe. 25—Signed by President. S. J. 


Apr. 25—-Signed by Speaker. H. J. 1686. 
Apr. 25—Sent to Governor. 8S. J. 1481. 
Signed by Governor after adjournment. 


8. J. 


BOOKMOBILE 
Impro library service in all 
sections of county is one prob- 


lem which should receive careful at- 
tention from those who wish to pro- 
vide our people with equal education- 
al opportunities. The question has 
been studied by the Story County 
Postwar Planning Council and other 
groups. The bookmobile idea has 
received a lot of favorable mention. 


not new, but 


sections of the nation, and have 
proven very worthwhile. In many 
counties bookmobiles have more 
than doubled the circulation of li- 


brary books. 


ila sl Alar i a ep wg 


toward reading 
books in our communities. 
—Milepost, Ames, Iowa, July 4, 1946 





a library 
which becomes effective July 1. Un- 
der this law it is possible to form 
library districts in rural sections of 
the state levying a 1 mill tax for the 





pressed for library legislation of this _ 
type for a number of years. Now 


a better place to start than in the 
Governor’s home town? 
—Eagle, Eagle Grove, Iowa, June 19, 1947. 





gra 
and received a Lydia Roberts 


has 
been announced, the to take 
place late n the summer. Miss Lay 
man is director of children’s work 
the Kanosha, Wisconsin, library. She 
served in the Marine Corps Women’s 
Reserve during the war. 
A new library at Wichita Fale 
Texas, College has been given to 
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college by the members of the family 
of the late Norce Martin who was 
formerly a resident of Clarinda. 


a 
coln College, Lincoln, Illinois in Sep- 
tember when he completes the work 


librarian was se by the ALA 
tact librarians in Europe, f 





in the ca t of the 
in Nashville, Miss worked 
in the catal ent of the 
Joint University Libraries, .- 

Cedar Rapids—In celebrating the 
50th anniversary of the founding of 
the library, Cedar Rapids looks back 
to the 1897 election when the elec- 
tion for — the library car- 
yard. Sadho he Be eee 
opening brary, it was re- 
ferred to as “The University of Cedar 


Rapids.” Today it continues 
onstrate that it is all that 


if 
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Blanche A. Smith, librarian of the 
State Traveling Library, spoke. Mrs. 
Frances K. Johnson of Ottumwa read 
a recent play. Several out of town 

were attended 


5 — 


Bai 


Members of the Spencer 
Library Board were hosts at an open 
house at the home of Mrs. Claude 
Baldwin, president. Miss 
newly appointed librarian was the 
honored guest. 


Terril—Mrs. Charles Sloan, who 
has efficiently served as librarian for 
a number of years, resigned effective 
July 1. Her successor has not been 
appointed. 





Koeneman, members of long stand- 
ing. Mrs. Wolcott had served 17 
years and Mrs. Koeneman 19 years, 
15 as president. 


Fort Madison — Gertrude Cresap 
succeeds Mrs. Ruth Wade who re- 
signed from the library board. 


Hartley—Mrs. Frances Parker has 
been appointed to succeed Lovicy 





library board, 
term of the late G. M. Titus. 
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